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PRESERVING: n FAMILY FARMS  n SOIL  n SCENIC VIEWS

n RIVERS & STREAMS  n CULTURAL SITES  n SCENIC BYWAYS 

n GROUND WATER  n RURAL CHARACTER

Clarke County Easement News
46-Acre Farm Protected; 3 Dwelling Unit Rights Extinguished With 

Grant Money From The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program

I n February, the Authority
recorded its first easement using
grant money received from the

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program. This program, which
provides grant opportunities to
localities for land possessing
“prime” or “statewide important”
soils, is operated by the
Department of Agriculture’s
National Resource Conservation Service.

The funds were used to
purchase an easement on
“Idylwood,” a 46-acre horse and
cattle farm in the southwest
corner of the County. The
property, which includes a
farmhouse built in 1900, is
owned by Thomas “Rusty”
Russell. A lifetime resident of
Clarke County, Mr. Russell chose

to put his property in permanent easement and to
retire all three remaining development rights, rather
than to subdivide the
parcel and reduce the
amount of land he could
use for farming. Eighty-
two percent of the soils
at Idylwood are
considered prime by the
Natural Resource
Conservation Service.

Funding for easement purchase on a property
such as Idylwood is based on a formula in which the
grant pays approximately 50% of the appraised
value of the easement, the County pays 25% and
the landowner donates 25%. Purchasing an
easement makes it possible for lower income
farmers to be compensated for some portion of their
land’s future development potential while allowing
them to continue farming. 

Clarke County’s Farms, Local Economy,
and Environment Benefit
from $403,200 State Grant  

C larke County has received $403,200 to help preserve
agricultural and open-space land through a Purchase of

Development Rights (PDR) program created by the state.
PDR programs compensate landowners

who place permanent
conservation easements on their
properties. This is the first time the
state has given matching funds for
certified local PDR programs. 

In announcing the grant,
Governor Kaine said the program’s
goal is to stop the alarming loss of
valuable farmland to development in
the state.
“We have taken an historic step to

ensure that well-managed farmland around the
Commonwealth will be preserved and available for
continued agricultural use, now and into the future. These
funds will benefit Virginia’s farmers, the local economies and
the environment.”

Since its founding in late 2003,
the Easement Authority has
accepted easements on 45
properties, only seven
of which (counting
Mr. Russell’s) were  
purchased. This grant
will give the Authority
added resources to
pursue more purchases
on properties worthy of 
consideration.

Quarterly newsletter published by the Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority 
dedicated to preserving properties with natural, cultural or scenic resources worthy of protection

More than 300,000 
acres have been 
protected in 42 states
since the Farm and
Ranch Lands Protection
Program was launched
in 2003.

Did
You Know

?

True or False?
According to the monitoring station at 

Blandy Experimental Farm, groundwater in
Clarke County is seven feet below its level this

time last year.
Answer on reverse side

Save the Date 

Celebrate the start of summer with fellow
contributors at the 3rd Annual Donor Thank You

Reception sponsored by the Clarke County Conservation
Easement Authority on Friday, June 20, 2008. Invitations
go into the mail next month. But mark your calendar
now so you don’t miss this wonderful event featuring
light refreshments and a chance to meet fellow donors in
a beautiful outdoor setting. No better way to salute the
beginning of summer!  
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Thomas “Rusty” Russell

Did
You Know

?Contributions 
assist the Easement

Authority in qualifying for
matching funds, which can
result in a three-fold return

on every 
dollar donated. 
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Many Thanks to ALL Our Contributors!*
Robert R. Adams
Donald & Prudence Anderson
Paz Andrae
Scott & Doris Andres
Wayne & Linda Armbrust
Harry Lee Arnold, Jr.
Audley Farm
Jeff & Karen Babaie
Jim Barb
Michael & Raymond Barbehenn
Larry Bassett
Barbara Batterton
Hobart Bauhan
Harry Benham III
John Bieschke
Charles & Penni Blake
Eric Blankenship
Susan K. Blissert
David & Mary Borger
Barbara A. Boughton
Deborah L. Boswell
Donald & Joyce Borrmann
Mary Brisco
Charles Bruce
Clyde Brumback
Randy Buckley
Tom & Jo Bundy
Edward & Margaret Burks, Jr.
George W. Burton
Donald & Diane Cady
Anne Caldwell
Sara Caldwell
Robert & Sandra Calhoun
Bruce Cameron
John & Page Carter
Jane Caspar
Rick & Terri Catlett
Mary Chamberlayne
Robert Chandler, Jr.
Lionel & Ann Chisholm
James Church
Tom Bauhan & Beth Clark
Clarke County Equine Alliance/  

Robina Rich Bouffault
Patricia Cobb
Jay Cohen
Peter & Elizabeth Cook
James Church
Jane Church
William Cook, Jr.
Jack & Ursula Coulson
Linda Curtis
David S. & Kelly C. DeLozier
Alan Demmerle
Walter & Clair Devine
Tom Dickinson
Ronald L. Dicus
Marjorie J. Digges
James H. Dillon
Robinson & Reagan Duncan
W. Lawrence Duncan
Christy Dunkle
A.R. Pete Dunning, Jr.
Joan Dunning

Jay & Peggy Duvall
Elizabeth P. Edwards
Robert G. Elwell
Cary Embury
Frances C. Endicott
Richard T. Erb
Roxanne Erskine
Donald & Rose Fairman
Farm Bureau
Juliana Fehr
Judd Feltner
Barbara & Andy Ferrari
Norman & Joan Fine
Martin Fleming & Sarah French
Friant Enterprises
Sam Freeman
Ned W. Fredrickson
Alan & Cathy Fredrickson
Barry & Nancy Fry
Boyd Garlock
Charles Gillespie
Hortencia M. Gilpin
Roxie Gorham
Vernon & M. Leann Grapes
Terry & Jim Green
Ruth B. Gross
Joe & Susie Guenther
Judith Hahn
Mary Halyshyn
Janet Hamer
Peter & Nini Hapworth
Harry Harris & Patsy Aikey
Jeff & Celie Harris
Wallace Hartsook
Joseph & Lucille Henderson
Joanne Herrera
Thomas H. Hill
Michael Hobert
Dirck T. Holscher
Holy Cross Abbey
Robert & Jennifer Hornbaker
Lesley Houston
C.P. Howells
Cliff & Laura Hunt
Jo & Pearce Hunt
Edward Irwin
Robert P. Irwin
David & Candy Jackson
David & Dorothy Jelinek
Claude & Ruth Jenkins
Mark & Janet Jenkins
Chuck & Carla Johnston
Robert Johnston & Laurie Volk
Matthew Jones, MD & 

Diane Sheehey
Ken & Catharine Kempson
David Juth
Robert & Charlotte Kern
Kelly & Diana Kincannon
Melvin L. Kohn
Arnulfo Labasbas
Sara Lieser
Marilyn Lister
Virginia B. Lloyd

John Staelin & Elizabeth Locke
William H. Loren
Gerald W. Lunt
A. & Leigh Mackay-Smith, Jr.
Juliet Mackay-Smith
Justin & Meredith Mackay-Smith
Matthew & Wingate 

Mackay-Smith
Jane Mandelbaum
Neil Manger
Richard Marzolf
Sean & Emily Mason
Louise McKay
Stephanie McKay
Charles & Tamra McAtee
Winslow McCagg
Col. Lester & Catherine 

McConville
Rebecca White McCoy
Bill & Anne McIntosh
Patsy McKelvy
Russell McKelway, MD & 

Laura Dabinett, MD
Ashley W. McLain
William J. McShea
Howard & Ihrie Means
Michael Miller
Giel & Diane Millner
Virginia Page Mitchell
Bob & Suzie Moberly
Harry Morris III & 

Loren Dearborn
Michael & Gwen Morris 
Eric & Martha Myer
Joseph & Lois Nolter
Charles K. Nulsen III
Suzanne M. Odiorne
David & Deb Norman
George L. Ohrstrom II
Jean Patten
C.W. Payne, Inc.
Mark Paulson & Eunice Murray
Barbara Payne & Noel Grove
Mitchell & Susan Peoples
Kate Petranech
Claudia Pierce
Iona Pillion
Sigrid Pollari
John Pratt
Kenneth & Judy Pruitt
Thomas & Jane Radford
Marc & Eileen Read
Joseph S. Reiff
Althea D. Richards
Rockwood Ridge
Charles & Linda Roberts
George & Christine Roberts
Roseville Veterinary Clinic, P.C.
Debora L. Rosenberry
Christian & Gail Rousseau
James Ruos
Todd & Lauri Saunders
Evelyn Saverine
Chip Schutte

Scott Nelson Enterprises, Inc.
Dr. William Shabb & 

Martha Wolfe
Cindy Shimp
Lewis Shroyer
Nick & Kathy Smart
Jeffrey & Jennifer Sharp Smith
Patsy & Norm Smith
Nicholas Snow & 

Cathleen McCoy
Bob & Janet Soonthornchai
Susan S. Sorensen
Sid & Sara Stern
Eric R. & Kathryn L. Steuer
Harry & Doris Stimpson III
Lucille Strange & Paul Adams
Andrew & Bess Stuart
Carol Sullivan
Sunglow Industries
Lilburn Talley
Alison Teetor
Julia Thieriot
David & Judy Tollett
Vern & Carol Underwood  
Mary Vanlandingham
Agostino & Elizabeth von Hassell
Bob & Jeanne Wade
Robert M. Walker 
Rick Wallace & Tim Harvey
W. Bell Watkins
Jeffrey & Christie Anne Weiss
David & Anne Weiss
Eugene V. White
Wendy & Tracy Williams
Margaret Wester
WRN Enterprises
Young Soon Yoon
Alan & Sharon Young

Please join these individuals in helping preserve open space in Clarke County
Complete and mail this form with your tax deductible contribution today.

YES! I want to help preserve open space in Clarke County.  
Please accept the enclosed tax-deductible contribution in the amount checked below.   

nn $15  nn $25  nn $35  nn $50  nn $75  nn $100  nn Other $_____

nn I can’t make a donation right now, but please put me on your mailing list for news and updates 

Name

Address

City State ZIP
Make check payable to: Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority and mail to the address at left.

Clarke County
Conservation
Easement
Authority 
102 North Church Street
Berryville, VA 22611

*As of 4/15/08

Answer: TRUE

Did You Know?
Virginia’s leading
industries are 
agriculture and
forestry, but
forest lands in
Virginia are
disappearing at a
rate of over
20,000 acres 
per year.
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